
 HOUSE RULES - 2016 

 

1. To obtain the floor, rise, address the chair (e.g. Mr. Chairman or Mr. President), and be recognized. 

 

2. After recognition by the chair, the delegate will state name and district and will address the assembly from the 

designated microphone position. 

 

3. The presiding officer may appoint a timekeeper, parliamentarian, and if necessary, a Sergeant-at-Arms. 

4. Delegates must be present in assembly to vote on any issue. 

 

5. Amendment: 

a.  Only one amendment and one amendment to the amendment may be pending concurrently and must be 

germane to the pending question. 

b.  The Chair reserves the right to require that all amendments of ten words or more shall be submitted by the 

delegate in writing. 

 

6. Robert's Rules of Order shall prevail in the conduct of the business of General Council, except as herein 

specifically modified. 

a.  Only certified, voting delegates of General Council may address the assembly, unless it is at the pleasure 

of the assembly. 

b.  No Delegate will be permitted to speak more than five minutes at any one time, nor will the delegate be 

permitted to speak more than twice on any proper, immediate pending questions except in response to a 

direct question. 

c.  Any speech, debate, or question shall be germane to the pending question. 

d.  The vote on any issue will be taken "Viva Voce" (by the voice) or raising of hands, except in cases of 

doubt by the Chair, or a "division of the assembly" whereupon the presiding officer will have the assembly 

vote by standing or otherwise properly voting.* Upon a call for a division of the assembly by any single 

delegate, a second by 10 other delegates so recognized must be made to be an effective motion. 

e.  A "roll call" vote will be taken upon the majority vote of the assembly for same. 

f.  Call of the House (Quorum Call): a call of the House may be made upon a majority vote of the assembly 

present, if at least one-fifth of the quorum is present.  Those members absent from the assembly, not 

properly excused, if not located on the immediate premises within a reasonable amount of time, 

established by the presiding officer, shall answer for the absence by endorsement to their respective 

District Board who shall recommend to the State Board of Directors further action, if any. 

g.  The motion for the "previous question" shall not be made in order on any applicable pending question 

until both an advocate and an adversary of the pending question have spoken if they desire.  When the 

motion for the "previous question" is made and seconded, if only one side of the question has been spoken 

to, the Chair will give one opportunity to the opposing side to debate; if no delegate elects to debate the 

opposing side, the motion will be effective and adopted upon a two-thirds majority vote. 

 

7. Initially only the official written amendments to the official Association Policy and Platform Statement will be 

considered. After consideration of all of the official amendments, the entire amended Policy and Platform 

Statement shall be reopened to amendments; however amendments already considered shall not be reopened.  

New Business shall not be considered in the guise of an amendment, until new business of that section is in 

order. 

 

8. These House Rules shall be adopted by the assembly by majority vote and may be subsequently 

amended or suspended by a two-thirds majority vote of those voting delegates present at the General 

Council. 

 

 Any delegate in need of reasonable accommodation should call Angie Mann at the UPEA office 

before 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 23, 2016. 


